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CHAP, ni between East Chickamauga Creek and Taylor's
Ridge, and about twenty miles southeast from
Chattanooga. I arrived just as the artillery that
Hooker had left behind at Chattanooga Creek got
nP- ^s merL were attacking Cleburne's division,
W^G}1 had taken a strong position in the adjacent
hills, so as to cover the retreat of the Confederate
army through a narrow gorge which presents itself
at that point. Just beyond the gorge the valley is
narrow, and the creek so tortuous that it has to be
crossed a great many times in the course of the first
mile. This attack was unfortunate, and cost us
some men unnecessarily. Hooker captured, how-
ever, 3 pieces of artillery and 230 prisoners, and
130 rebel dead were left upon the field.

I directed General Hooker to collect the flour and
wheat in the neighboiing mills for the use of the
troops, and then to destroy the mills and all other
property that could be of use to the enemy, but
not to make any wanton destruction.

At this point Sherman came up, having reached
365 Graysville with his troops, where he found Palmer
had preceded him. Palmer had picked up many
prisoners and much abandoned property on the
route. I went back in the evening to Graysville
with Sherman, remained there overnight, and did
not return to Chattanooga until the following night,
the 29th. I then found that Thomas had not yet
started Granger, thus having lost a full day, which
I deemed of so much importance in determining
the fate of Knoxville. Thomas and Granger were
aware that on the 23d of the month Burnside had
telegraphed that his supplies would last for ten or
twelve days, and during that time he could holdtry, it was supposed he could hold out until Long-
